
MEMORIALS.

NUMBER XXXIII.

A Mtmerial to Ootigrnafor tht Retitf of certaii Stttlert upon tht .fchoot

To the Honorable the Senate and House of Hepreseuatives of the Unit-
«d States in Congress Assembled: The Memorial of the Legislative As-
wmbly of the Territory of Minnesota respectfully represents:

That under tho provisions of the act of Congress, extending the provis-
ions of the pre-emption law of 1841, over the unstirveyed lands of Minne-
sota, many of our settlers have heavy investment?, both of money and la-
bor, in the opening of forms, erection of buildings, and the laying ont and
improving of town, sites, (lota in which said town sites ware frequently
transferred before tho Government survey, at high prices, to the occupants
thereof,) who were found when the Government survey was made, to be
upon the school sections, and that the said settler had no means of ascer-
taining previous to the survey, where the school sections would come.

That it is a great injustice and hardship to compel such persons to re-
purchase or lose entirely the improvements and homes, made by them-
selves in good faith, in the expectation of pre-empting or entering them
according to the provisions of the statute. Therefore, your Memorialists
would respectfully request your Honorable Body to pass an act, giving
such, persons in this Territory as have, previously to the Government sur-
vey, settled upon the school sections, (and have otherwise the right of pre-
emption,) the right to pre-empt the same, as other Government lands are
pre-empted. And nlso providing for the entry of the town sites in this
Territory, which are on school sections and were occupied as such, pre-
vious to the Government enrvey, tin otlicr town sites upon nnoffered Gov-
ernment lands ore entered.

And also allowing the County Commissioners of the county iu which
such lands may be situate, to enter in lieu thereof, for the benefit of the
school fund of the township ia winch snch land so as aforesaid settled or
occupied may be, and without charge, an equal amount of such survsyed
lands, subject either to private entry or pro-emption, in the same Land
District as they may select.

And as in duty bound yocr MemoriuJiats will ever pray.
CHABLES GARDNER,

Speaker of the House of Reprtstntutivt*.
JOHN B. BRISBIX,

President of tht Council.
AfTBOVBn—Feb. twenty-six, oue thousand eight hundred nod fifty-six,

W. A. GORMAK
1 hereby certify the foregoing to bo n. correct copy of the original Me-

morial on file in this office.
J. Tftxvra Uosscic, Secretary of Miimuota


